30                              Shen Chi-chi
at dinner, an old servant from the Tiao house came with a black
horse to fetch her. When she was told of the presence of the messen-
ger, she said to Yin, smiling, "Success is at hand." For she had
caused the general's favorite to be afflicted with an illness that
neither the needle nor simples could dispel, and when she heard
that the girl's mother and master were distraught with anxiety and
were about to consult a fortune teller, she bribed the latter to suggest
that the patient must be moved to her own house before she could
get well. So at the examination of the patient,, the exorcist said that
she was subject to a certain malign influence in her own house
and that she must be moved to a certain distance southeast of where
she lived. When the girl's mother and the general located the spot
indicated by the exorcist, it turned out to be the site of Jenshih's
house. The general asked Jenshih to let his favorite stay a while
in her house. Jenshih pretended to refuse, pleading that her place
was small and unsuitable, and affected reluctance when she finally
yielded at his importunities. The girl and her mother were escorted
to Jenshih's house and there she almost immediately recovered.
After a few days Jenshih secretly took Yin to her and brought about
their union. But after a month the girl showed signs of pregnancy,
and her mother, becoming frightened, took her back to the general's
house, and there the affair ended.
Some time later Jenshih said to Cheng Liu, "Could you raise
five or six thousand cash? If so, I can make it possible for you to
reap a large profit." "I can," Cheng Liu said, and when he managed
to borrow the money, Jenshih said to him, "Go to the market and
look for a horse with a mole on its left haunch. When you find it,
buy it and hold it until you can sell it at a profit." Cheng went to
the market and there encountered, indeed, a man with a horse for
sale that had a black hair mole on its left haunch. He bought it
and returned with it much to the amusement of the brothers of his
wife, who laughed at him and said, "It is a worthless horse. What
are you going to do with it?"
Sooa afterwards, Jenshih said to Cheng, "Now the time has come
to sell the horse. You should get thirty thousand for it." At the
market a man offered him twenty thousand for the horse but